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Case 2 

 

•  55M 

• No underlying disease 

• S: abdominal distension, diarrhea and body 
weight loss for 3 weeks 

• O: no tenderness; CRP in ER: 7.51 

• 2020-08-12 CT 



2020-08-12 CT 

 



DDx 

 
• Infectious colitis 

 

• Inflammatory bowel diseases 

 

• Pseudomembranous colitis 

 

• Adenocarcinoma (scirrhous) 

 

• Lymphoma 



Diagnosis 

• Scirrhous carcinoma of colon with urinary bladder 
involvement 



Scirrhous carcinoma 

 

• A subtype of adenocarcinoma of the GI tract 

 

• Metastatic adenocarcinoma originate from primary 
tumors such as breast, gastric, lung, and pancreaticobiliary 
carcinomas 

 

• Rarely primary adenocarcinoma involving mainly the 
stomach and the colon 



 



Target sign on CT 

Benign target sign 

Marc J. Gollub. AJR 2009. Scirrhous Metastases to the 
Gastrointestinal Tract at CT: The Malignant Target Sign. 



Scirrhous carcinoma 

• Infiltrative behavior instead of forming a bulky mass 

• Thickening and stiffening of the intestinal wall  

• Foreshortening 

• Luminal stenosis  

• Rigidity and lack of peristaltic activity (linitis plastica)   



Scirrhous carcinoma 

 

• Can be subtle and even masquerade as benign strictures 

 

• May be clinically occult until involvement is severe 

 

• Poorest prognosis and lowest survival rate of all GI tract 
adenocarcinomas due to rapid growth and early metastasis. 



2020-09-18 CT 

2020-10-28 expired 


