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• 33F 

• No underlying disease 

• S: left abdominal pain for 2 weeks 

• O: left abdomen tenderness, palpable mass (6 cm) 

• 2020-11-30 CT 
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DDx 

 

• Mesenteric GIST 

 

• Mesenteric leiomyoma 

 

• Neurogenic tumors (schwannoma, neurofibroma) 

 

• Other mesenteric tumors (desmoid tumor, inflammatory 
pseudotumor) 



Diagnosis 

 

• Mesenteric leiomyoma 

 



Leiomyomas beyond the Uterus: 
Unusual Locations, Rare Manifestations 

 

• Leiomyomas represent the most common gynecologic and 
uterine neoplasms. Approximately 20%–30% of women older 
than 35 years have uterine leiomyomas that are manifested 
clinically. 

 

• Unusual Growth Patterns 

– Disseminated peritoneal leiomyomatosis 

– benign metastasizing leiomyoma 

– intravenous leiomyomatosis 

– parasitic leiomyoma 

– retroperitoneal leiomyomatosis 



Diffuse peritoneal leiomyomatosis in a 46-
year-old woman 5 years after a hysterectomy 

Najla Fasih, et al. RadioGraphics 2008. Leiomyomas beyond the 
Uterus: Unusual Locations, Rare Manifestations. 



Benign metastasizing leiomyoma in a 50-
year-old woman 10 years after a 
hysterectomy for treatment of uterine 
fibroids. 

Najla Fasih, et al. RadioGraphics 2008. Leiomyomas beyond the 
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Intravenous leiomyomatosis in a 40-year-old woman with a previous 
diagnosis of multiple uterine leiomyomas.  

Benign intracaval leiomyomatosis in a 38-
year-old asymptomatic woman with a 
history of hysterectomy for treatment of 
multiple uterine leiomyomas. 
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Parasitic leiomyoma in a 56-year-old woman with a 
remote history of hysterectomy for uterine fibroids. 
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Retroperitoneal leiomyomatosis in a 38-year-old woman with pelvic 
pain. (a) Transverse US image demonstrates a well-defined hypoechoic 
mass (M) along the left paraaortic recess. 
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• Leiomyomas arise as proliferations of smooth muscle cells, and 
they may develop at any site where such cells are found.  

 

• Unusual sites of origin include the vulva, ovaries, urinary 
bladder, and urethra. Other rare locations include the sinonasal 
cavities, orbits, kidneys, and skin.  

 

• MR imaging is the most useful imaging modality for 
characterizing these tumors, because, regardless of their 
anatomic location, classic leiomyomas have signal intensity 
similar to that of smooth muscle on images obtained with any 
MR pulse sequence.  

 

• However, histopathologic analysis is usually required to confirm 
the diagnosis. 


